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CALLAGHAN COLLEGE
Waratah Campus News

Civic 
Activism
Our School Captains 
joined student leaders 
from other local high 
schools at Youth Mock 
Council 2021; a wonderful 
opportunity to learn how 
local government works 
and effect change. 
 
For more, see page 4.

Medieval 
Merriment
Year 8 stepped back in 
time for Medieval Day. 
They tried their hands at 
sword fighting and archery 
and learned about crime, 
punishment, weaponry 
and medicine in the 
Middle Ages.  

For more, see page 2.

Honouring 
Service
Our campus made sure 
the sacrifices of war 
veterans and serving 
defence personnel are 
not forgotten with a very 
moving Anzac Day service. 
Thank you to Jake C. 
(pictured) for helping to 
make it so special.
For more, see Facebook.

Principal’s Update
By Ms Hayley Macdonald, Principal 

Greetings everyone and a very happy belated 
Mother’s Day to all our Waratah mums, nans, 
aunties and carers. I hope your families spoilt you 
on Sunday and that you enjoyed the sweet little 
Mother’s Day video on our school Facebook page. 
Thank you for everything you do.

NAPLAN testing commenced this week for Year 
7 and 9. These tests are just one tool we use to 
inform us of areas that require further work with 
regard to both teaching and learning. Our teachers 
have been encouraging students to do their best, 
take their time and read the questions carefully. 
Please remind your children that these tests are 
are not something to get stressed about.

Yesterday I sent home information about the 
‘Me and My School’ research, a project led by a 
research team from the University of Newcastle.   
We highly value student voice at Waratah and the 
information we receive from this research will help 
us develop programs to best support our students’ 
engagement, wellbeing, success in school and 
beyond. Please see page 3 for how to get involved.

Our school is becoming increasingly busy around 
pick up and drop off times and your courtesy and 
patience are appreciated. Please drive carefully, 
pre-arrange a pick up place with your children, 
avoid double parking and be mindful of students 
walking and cycling to school. 

We’ve had a very full start to the term and I hope 
you enjoy reading about what our students have 
been up to. Have a fabulous week!

2021 Term 2 
Week 4 Edition
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WARATAH CAMPUSTerm 2, Week 4 2021

Out & about
A snapshot of learning beyond the classroom

Our Year 7 girls worked together to pitch tech-
based solutions to address issues that are 
important to them at a STEM workshop hosted 
by Enterprising Girls.

Year 6 students were encouraged to follow their 
passions and have choice over their learning at 
our EXCEL Elective Expo. It was great to see so 
much excitement about our 2022 Year 7 elective 
program.

Our Special Education unit visited the Mega 
Creatures exhibition at Hunter Valley Gardens. 
Students had a wonderul time spotting their 
favourite dinosaurs and dragons!

Our Debating Club has grown to four teams 
following the success of our Stage 4 team last 
year. Participants are working hard to improve 
their skills in weekly workshops, under the 
guidance and mentorship of adjudicator and 
coach, John Beech. 

Our Visual Arts students enjoyed a trip to Maitland Art Gallery to view the 
Art Express and Terminus exhibitions and participate in a collage making 
workshop.
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WARATAH CAMPUSTerm 2, Week 4 2021
College Connections

College News
This week across the College, a number of 
our older students will have an opportunity to 
explore their learning pathways, and how these 
translate into careers. 

Year 10 students from Waratah and Wallsend 
are immersing themselves into senior 
learning, attending taster classes at Jesmond 
Senior Campus as part of our comprehensive 
transition program, which includes a Course 
Expo on 18 May. 

Year 11 and 12 students are attending the 
Newcastle & Lake Macquarie Careers Expo, 
with more than 80 business and university 
exhibitors available to talk with students about 
the vast amount of options available across the 
Hunter and beyond.

It’s wonderful to experience cross-campus 
activities again this year, most recently with 
our Year 11 Sports Coaching students running 
a wonderful inter-Junior College gala day for 
Year 7 students. We have also had a number 
of College sporting teams compete around 

the region this term, with great success and 
sportsmanship.

Rehearsals have begun for our inaugural 
College musical to be staged during July 
in our new Performing Arts Centre at 
Jesmond Senior Campus. Some of our 
budding actors have set a high bar with the 
recent performance of The Importance of 
Being Earnest in the Blackbox Theatre. The 
performances by the six actors (including 
Waratah former students, Matilda, April and 
Baelee) as well as the set design and staging 
were outstanding. 

Earlier this month, one of our former 
Callaghan students, Arleen Wilcox, graduated 
from University of NSW with a double 
Bachelor Degree in International Studies and 
Media and is now working at the Mexican 
Embassy in Canberra.  This is an outstanding 
achievement by Arleen and a great example of 
what opportunities await our students. 

Kylee Owen, College Principal

Our school will soon be involved in the ‘Me and My 
School’ research, a project led by a research team 
from the School of Psychology at the University 
of Newcastle with knowledge in psychology and 
education. 

We invite your child to take part in the project. 
It involves them completing an anonymous 
35-minute survey during school time.

The project was designed in close consultation 
with the school to help us understand what 
motivates our students to be their best – at school 
and in their choices after school. 

This information we receive from the research 
will help us develop programs to best support 
our students’ engagement, wellbeing, success in 
school and beyond.  

Over the next couple of weeks, you will receive an 
email from the online survey program Qualtrics. 
The email will contain a link to more information 
about the project and a page where you can tell us 
whether you want your child to participate or not. 

‘Me and My School’

You will receive one email for each of the children 
that attend our school, so ensure you open and 
address each and every email. Also, please check 
your junk folder if you cannot see the email(s) in a 
couple of days to ensure you do not miss out. 

If you’ve already returned a consent form (at the 
recent parent information sessions ), thank you, 
you do not need to reply to the email.

If you have any questions about the project please 
contact our Administration Office on 4968 1939. 

Watch the project video to find out more.

https://bcove.video/2RCdkz0
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WARATAH CAMPUSTerm 2, Week 4 2021
Student Voice

News from the Gunya Room

Aboriginal Student Leadership Group

This Friday our Aboriginal Student Leadership 
Group will run our first Year 6-7 Transition event 
for our Year 6 Aboriginal students. The team have 
been busy developing and practising activities 
that provide opportunities for participants to 
step out of their comfort zones and get ready for 
change, make new friends, get to know key staff 
and connect to culture. We wish them all the best 
for the program.

Aboriginal Dance and Didge Groups

Our Aboriginal Dance and Didge groups have 
the honour of performing at the University of 
Newcastle’s Rising from the Embers - Land and 
Cultural Festival later this month.

Bush Tucker Garden

w

Somaya, Sozdar, Ousmane, Neema and 
Maryam from our new English as an additional 
language or dialect (EALD) Leadership Group 
received their badges from Ms Macdonald this 
week and participated in their first leadership 
training session with Mr Garbutt and Ms Lane. 
They practicwed active listening skills and 
participated in activities that challenged them 
to step outside their comfort zones. We are 
excited to see what this amazing group of 
students will create together this year.

Our School Captains joined student leaders from 
other local high schools at Youth Mock Council 
2021, hosted by the Newcastle Youth Council. This 
was a wonderful opportunity for our students to 
understand how local government works, learn 
civic activism, develop their communication and 
presentation skills and network with other young 
leaders and city officials.

Over two days they participated in workshops run 
by City Councillors about how council meetings 
work,  what a Notice of Motion is, and how 
changes are made that impact our community. 
They then worked in ‘committees’ to write their 
own Notice of Motions. Our Captains Notices of 
Motion included a Safety App that flags unsafe 
“hot spots” around the area and resources for the 
homeless. 

On the second day of the program they 
confidently presented their Notice of Motions in a 
‘mock’ council session in the old council chambers. 
Our Captain’s Notices of Motion were voted to be 
put forward at this week’s council meeting.

We are very grateful to Newcastle Youth Council 
for making this fabulous opportunity possible.

Our Captains learn how Local 
Government works

A big thank you to The Royal Botanic Garden, 
Sydney and the Community Greening team for 
their generous donation of plants for our Bush 
Tucker garden.

Meet our EALD Leadership Group
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WARATAH CAMPUSTerm 4, Week 9 2021
Sports Update

Sporting Highlights

Congratulations to Amie S. (Year 9) and Harry 
de. B (Year 7) who represented the Hunter 
region at the NSW Combined High Schools 
Swimming Championships this term. They 
have both worked incredibly hard to reach this 
level and we are very proud of them.

It was great to see so many students having 
a go, stretching their limits and cheering on 
their friends at our Campus Athletics Carnival. 
Congratulations to the Devils who were the 
winning House on the day and to our below 
Age Champions. 

Congratulations to Leelah (Year 10) who 
has been selected for the U16’s Northern 
NSW Rugby League team - a sensational 
achievement and testament to all her hard 
work. We’d also like to congratulate Fletcher 
and Bailey (our ex-Waratah students) who were 
selected in the U18’s side.

Our U15’s boys soccer team won in an 
awesome 9 goal thriller against Macquarie 
College. Our team showed outstanding 
sportsmanship and composure to seal a 5-4 
win with a golden goal in extra time.

The last few weeks in sport have been super busy with many representative sporting events up and 
running again.  It’s wonderful to see our students proudly representing our school across a range of 
sports, including Lawn Bowls, Touch Football, Rugby League, Soccer, Table Tennis and Cross Country. 
Here are some of the highlights.

Age Champions
Congratulations to the following athletes:
• 12 Years: Olivia M. and Isikeli T.

• 13 Years: Alexis C. and Marley P.
• 14 Years: Jemima K. and Joshua C.
• 15 Years: Taneika S., Isabella A. and Dexter B.
• 16 Years: Leelah M. and Bailey N.
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WARATAH CAMPUSTerm 2, Week 4 2021
Looking after each other

Group chats are increasingly becoming part of 
children’s social interactions. Check out the tips 
below to help you give your young people the 
skills and confidence to navigate around these 
conversation tools. 

What are they? Group chats are great for several 
people to participate in an online conversation 
together. They most commonly happen through 
Whatsapp, Instagram Messenger, Facebook 
Messenger, Facebook Messenger for Kids, and 
Discord. 
 
Although they can be helpful, it is a good idea 
to have some rules around how your children 
use them, to avoid having notification pings at 
all hours of the day and night or overlooking 
important information that gets lost in the stream 
of messages. And, most importantly, to safeguard 
against inappropriate behaviour online.  
 
Cyberbullying can and does happen in group 
chats – often when young people have engaged 
in nasty behaviour about another person, then 
deliberately inviting them into the chat to see 
those comments. 
 
Tips for using group chats safely:

• Keep group chats positive, helpful, and 
supportive. These are not places where we 
have a whinge about someone else, share 
images without the consent of others, reveal 
secrets or spread rumours. 

• Learn how to leave. Often children are in 
multiple chats at once. If the chat is getting 
toxic, bullying is happening or images

Group chats
Adapted from Safe on Social

circulated, or anything that may be deemed 
illegal, make sure they know to take a 
screenshot and log out, so they do not find 
themselves in a “guilty by association” situation 
if something gets reported. They need to 
speak up to a trusted adult immediately. 

• It’s a healthy process for young people to 
know it’s ok to leave a group chat – whether 
the notifications have become too much, 
the conversation has become increasingly 
irrelevant, or their phone has become cluttered 
with too many group chats for them to keep 
across them all. 

• Think before you respond and make sure 
they know they should not feel compelled to 
respond straight away or be a part of every 
single interaction. 

• Avoid using late at night or let people know 
when they are signing off for the day. 

• Turn on mute. It is also useful to know how to 
silence notifications: most messaging tools 
and group chat apps allow conversations to be 
muted for a period. 

And if there is one message you want to be clear 
about, – just because there are only a handful of 
participants in a private chat does not mean that 
the chat will remain private. There are plenty of 
ways these chats can become public, so always be 
prepared take responsibility for what you say and 
do in a group chat.

Safe road user behaviour outside our school 
contributes to the safety of our students: 

• please park responsibly even if it means you 
have to walk a little further

• never double park - it’s illegal and put’s 
students at risk

• never do a U-turn or three-point turn outside 
the school as it puts students at risk

• model safe and considerate pedestrian and 
driver behaviours to your children.

Drive and park safely near our school
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WARATAH CAMPUSTerm 2, Week 4 2021
The last word

See the events calendar on our school website for all the details of upcoming events.

 

1. Celebrate effort - Persistence and grit 
are valuable tools and help develop a 
“growth mindset”

• Celebrate your child’s efforts, not just 
their results.

• Praise their resilience and persistence in 
difficult taks.

• Acknolwedge that the struggle is a part 
of the learning journey. 

2. Allow agency - children who take 
responsibility for their learning achieve 
more

• Resist the urge to micro-manage your 
child.

• Allow your child to make mistakes (it 
builds experience and confidence in 
their own abilities).

• Give them the space and time to take 
ownership of their learning.

Fishing for ideas to support your child’s 
learning?

3. Be curious - replace “how was your day?” 
with:

• “What was your favourite idea discussed 
today?”

• “Who are you connecting with at the 
moment?”

• “What topics are you enjoying most? Why?”
• “What topics are you least enjoying? Why?”

College P&C Online Meeting
All welcome! 6-7pm via Zoom. 
Details on our Facebook page.

17 
May

28 
July

CEP Community Carnival
Grease-themed carnival at 
Jesmond Senior Campus followed 
by Callaghan’s Grease Musical 
production from 6pm. More 
information coming soon.

StarStruck 2021
This is a performing arts 
extravagana presented by school 
students across the Hunter, 
including students from our 
College

Madagascar Musical - 
Information Session
Students interested in getting 
involved in our term 4 musical are 
encouraged to come along to an  
information session on Monday at 
recess. See Miss Hooker for details.

18-19 
June

22 
July

Callaghan’s Grease Musical 
production
Multiple performances held at our 
Jesmond Senior Campus over a 2 
week period. Tickets on sale soon.

27 
May

Walk and Talk Tour of our 
Campus for Year 6 parents
Year 6 parents are invited to join our 
Year 7 Deputy Principal on a tour 
of our campus. For more, see our 
website calendar.

Save the date 


